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Introduction1.

Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) manages waste and recycling functions on behalf of the four 
District Councils (Mendip, Sedgemoor, Somerset West & Taunton and South Somerset) and Somer-
set County Council.

This guidance should be considered alongside the planning policies of the district councils and the 
adopted Somerset Waste Core Strategy, in particular, policies WCS1: Waste Prevention, and WCS2: 
Recycling and Reuse. Developers should note that the Waste Core Strategy and the Somerset 
Minerals Plan form part of the wider Development Plan for Somerset.  The Development Plan 
should be read as a whole, including the all relevant plans and policies of the County Council, the 
four District Councils and Exmoor National Park Authority.

All Local Authorities in Somerset declared a Climate Emergency in 2019 and ensuring that new 
developments are built with recycling in mind is a key aspect of minimising waste and moving 
towards net zero emissions.  Poorly designed bin storage results in lower levels of recycling and 
lower levels of engagement and satisfaction,  whilst poor vehicular access can result in additional 
vehicle movements as crews attempt to access sites.

This guidance relates to new-build and redevelopment of domestic properties, but the general 
principles are the same for commercial properties.  It should be noted that national legislation 
changes may require businesses to separate their waste in a similar format to our kerbside service 
from 2023.  Further details on commercial waste requirements can be found in the ADEPT guid-
ance document "Making space for Waste - Designing Waste Management in New Developments, 
a practical guide for developers and Local Authorities".

SWP have standardised kerbside collections across the county and are in the process of rolling out 
a new collection service, ‘Recycle More’ to all households around the county.  This roll-out will be 
complete by Spring 2022.  All new developments should be based around the requirements of 
Recycle More, which will include:

Weekly source-separated collections of food waste and dry recyclables using food bins, 2 x 
recycling boxes and a reusable sack.

Three-weekly refuse collections from wheeled bins

Fortnightly charged garden waste collections from wheeled bins.

For further details about the materials collected and container types, see sections 3.0. and 4.0.
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Individual street level properties receive a kerbside collection from the edge of the property, 
adjacent to the public highway (usually at the front).  For large developments, communal bin 
storage areas can be provided, but it should be noted that SWP requires households to have 
individual containers unless authorisation for communal containers is provided by SWP prior to a 
planning application being submitted.

SWP has the powers under Section 46 (Receptacles for household waste) and Section 47 (Recep-
tacles for commercial or industrial waste) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 to specify the 
type and number of containers to be used, and the location where the waste should be placed 
for collection.  Under this legislation, SWP is not obliged to collect household waste that contra-
venes these requirements.

SWP will be happy to discuss design and access requirements, and should be contacted at an 
early stage of design and prior to plans being submitted -  enquiries@somersetwaste.gov.uk



Somerset Waste Partnership
Planning homes with recycling in mind.

somersetwaste.gov.uk/developer-guidance

Standard minimum requirements for waste storage

Residential

Mixed use

The advice noted in the following checklist should be considered prior to the formal submission 
of a planning application.

Individual properties -  External minimum storage capacity for 2 x 
recycling boxes, 1 x reusable bag,  1 x Food bin and 2 x Wheeled 
bins (refuse and garden waste).

Communal properties - Individual containers should be provided unless 
agreed with SWP prior to the planning application being submitted.  
Container requirements for communal properties are detailed in Section 4.0.  

Internal storage should be provided to enable separation of recyclables 
and refuse within the home, including space for a 5L kitchen caddy for 
food waste.

Storage should be designed to maximise recycling opportunities

Developments must provide specific segregated waste storage areas 
for domestic and commercial waste arisings respectively

Design checklist2.

Storage requirements

Storage locations must be no further than 30m distance from the property

Distance between point of collection and closest access point for 
collection vehicle is no more than 15m for boxes, and 10m for 4-wheeled 
bins

Passage of bin from store to collection point is su�ciently wide enough, 
avoids steps, and dropped kerbs are in place where necessary.
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Storage requirements

Infrastructure requirements (Communals/Shared bin areas)

Gradient over which containers must traverse does not exceed 1 in 12.

Containers do not need to be moved through a building to the point of 
collection.

Located su�ciently distant from, oriented appropriately and designed 
with appropriate materials to mitigate unacceptable impacts (noise, 
odour, privacy) on the amenity of residential properties (existing or new) 
or street scene. 

Storage areas should be located separately from cycle storage, garages, 
hallways, and should have separate access.

All bins located within 30m of an external door

Storage areas are hard-floored, well-lit

2m minimum working height where compound is covered

2m minimum width of clear access to the compound to allow for 
removal and return of containers while servicing

Layout is such that any one container may be removed without the need to
 move any other with at least 150mm clearance space between the 
containers

Adequate ventilation is provided (e.g. Louvre doors) and the compound 
is secure to prevent unauthorised access and fly-tipping and designed to 
prevent vermin and escape of waste.
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Highways and Access requirements

Disabled access

Minimum 5m width of highway/access road

Designed to accommodate maximum reversing distance of 12m

Allows a minimum of 4.5m vertical clearance

Where containers are emptied, a minimum working area of 3.5m width 
and 4m in length is available.

Refer to BSI standards publication BS8300-2:2018
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Recycle More is being rolled out in a phased approach between 2020 and 2022.  
It consists of:

SWP requires all households to use the standard collection service as detailed above unless 
agreed otherwise in advance of plans being submitted.  This ensures high levels of personal 
responsibility for waste, increases participation, and helps us to identify issues and communicate 
with residents.

Space within the home should be designed in to allow residents to separate their recycling from 
their refuse.   The ADEPT guidance document "Making space for Waste - Designing Waste Man-
agement in New Developments, a practical guide for developers and Local Authorities" can assist 
with this.  

For larger communal properties (usually blocks of flats containing more than 15 units) we may o�er 
communal collection services of:

Space should also be provided to allow for weekly collections of food waste, and fortnightly 
collections of garden waste (where there are gardens present) as the UK Government is proposing 
mandatory collections of these by 2023.  Consideration could be given to providing space for 
home composting in properties with gardens.

Facilities for the communal storage of refuse and recycling in flats requires adequate provision to 
contain the maximum volume of waste expected between collections.

Weekly collection of food waste using an internal 5L caddy and external 23L food bin.

Weekly box/bag collections of dry recyclables (paper, cardboard, glass bottles and jars, 
food tins and drinks cans, plastic bottles and pots, tubs and trays, cartons, textiles, small 
electrical items and household batteries.

Optional fortnightly charged garden waste service (wheeled bin or paper sacks)

Three-weekly refuse collections using 180L wheeled bins

Fortnightly dry recycling in 240L wheeled bins of paper and cardboard, food tins and 
drinks cans, plastic bottles, and pots, tubs and trays and glass bottles and jars

Fortnightly refuse collections in wheeled bins of 240L-1100L

Recycle More3.
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Container requirements4.

The following tables provide guidance of the minimum requirements for containers for a property.  
For developments with multiple properties, we strongly recommend that SWP are consulted before 
any plans are submitted.

Individual households:

Size

55L 350
mm

305
mm

500
mm

410
mm

205
mm

560
mm

565
mm

350
mm

320
mm

270
mm

440
mm

Additional 
recycling 

containers 
are provided 

on request

A 240L bin may 
be provided 

for larger 
families - 

1065 mm x 
575 mm x 

735 mm or 140L 
for smaller 

households - 
1070 mm x 
480 mm x 
555 mm

440
mm

350
mm

400
mm

250
mm

1070
mm

480
mm

555
mm

45L

60L

23L

180L

5L

Height Width Depth Notes

1 x 55L Recycling box (no lid) - 
Paper, cardboard

1 x 45L Recycling box (no lid) - 
Glass, cartons

1 x 60L Reusable sack - Cans, 
plastic bottles and pots, tubs and trays

1 x 23L Food bin

1 x 5L Kitchen caddy (internal use)

1 x 180L wheeled refuse bin

NB: These are minimum container requirements, and larger households may require 
multiples. Space should also be allocated within the home to allow for internal containers to 
separate recyclables and food waste from refuse.
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Communal households:

Size

240L
1065
mm

1065
mm

1065
mm

1070
mm

575
mm

575
mm

575
mm

480
mm

735
mm

It is likely that 
separate 

collections of 
food waste 

will be 
mandatory 
from 2023.

735
mm

735
mm

730
mm

240L

240L

180L

Height Width Depth Notes

1 x 240L wheeled bin - mixed 
paper, cardboard) 

Individual containers are preferred, but if agreed in 
advance with SWP, then the following guidance applies 
for up to 6 units:

1 x 240L wheeled bin - glass

1 x 240L wheeled bin - cans and 
plastic bottles, pots, tubs and trays

1 x 180L wheeled bin - food waste

1070
mm

480
mm

730
mm

1 x 180L wheeled bin - garden 
waste (where gardens are 
present) 

Please contact SWP before submitting the planning application to confirm container 
requirements for communal properties. Space should also be allocated within the home to 
allow for internal containers to separate recyclables and food waste from refuse.  

180L

205
mm

270
mm

It is likely that 
separate 

collections of 
food waste 

will be 
mandatory 
from 2023.

250
mm

5L1 x 180L wheeled bin - food 
waste
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To satisfy the requirements of H6 of The Building Regulations 2000, solid waste storage “should be 
sited so as to be accessible for use by people in the building and of ready access for removal to 
the collection point specified by the waste collection authority under Sections 46 and 47 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990”

SWP asks developers to adopt best practice recommendations cited in BS 5906 which recom-
mends that  containers are transported no further than: 

The collection point for individual properties is from the curtilage nearest the public highway, 
allowing vehicular access for collection vehicles.  This is typically the front edge of the property.

15m for boxes or 2-wheeled containers

10m for 4-wheeled containers

The performance of recycling and waste services is dependent on their capacity and ease of use 
by both residents and waste collectors servicing the site. 

Key points to consider are:

Containers should not be required to be moved through a building to the collection point, 
unless it is an open covered space such as a carport

Storage areas should be designed to allow access to use and move all waste containers 
easily.  

Bin stores should be clearly separated from bicycle storage.

Containers should not need to be moved to access other containers, including moving them
 to the collection point.  There should be a minimum of 150 mm space between containers.

Door widths must be appropriate for the safe removal and return of the largest size of container 
likely to be used. We recommend a minimum of 2m with clear access.

The storage area should be designed to prevent escape of waste, and we recommend that 
signage providing contact details of managing agents are provided in all bin stores to assist 
residents with any maintenance or facility abuse issues.

Collection points and bin storage area locations5.
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Bin storage areas should be sited outside of any flood risk areas, flow routes and located away 
from watercourses.  This will prevent waste from being mobilised/contaminated in a flood event 
and ensure waste collection can resume safely.

Developers should be mindful to minimise visual impact of domestic waste storage areas and 
design out anti-social behaviour where waste storage areas are publicly accessible.  NHBC Foun-
dation’s publication: NF60 “Avoiding rubbish design: providing for bin storage on new housing 
developments”  provides examples and case studies. ADEPT’s guidance: ‘Making space for Waste 
- Designing Waste Management in New Developments, a practical guide for developers and 
Local Authorities’ covers residential, commercial and mixed-use developments. 

Su�cient space must be provided to enable opening of lids for all containers, and where 
multiple recycling boxes are used, these must not be stacked as this impedes filling of boxes by 
the occupants.

A clear, flat surface should be provided to allow safe manoeuvring of containers to the 
collection point.  It should be a minimum of 2m wide and with a solid surface to facilitate 
wheeling of the bins.  Cambers should be avoided, and gradients should not exceed 1:12. 
Dropped kerbs should be installed where required.  Access should not be blocked by parked 
cars or other obstacles.

We would encourage developers to consider opportunities such as providing infrastructure for 
‘recycling on the go’ within mixed developments, green roofs on bin storage areas and are happy 
to discuss innovative communal waste solutions prior to plans being submitted.
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BS 5906:2005 Provides guidance on access for collection vehicles.  Key points are:

Waste and recycling collection vehicles will only travel along roads that have been constructed to 
Somerset County Council adoptable highway standards.  Where a road is un-adopted, an area 
must be created for a suitable bin collection area adjacent to the highway.

Roads providing access to collection points should have foundations and a hardwearing 
surface capable of withstanding the gross vehicle weight of the largest waste collection 
vehicle used.  Turning circles are important for collection vehicles and consideration should 
be given for manoeuvring requirements.unless it is an open covered space such as a carport

Roads should have a minimum width of 5m and be arranged so that collecting vehicles can 
continue mainly in a forward direction.

Reversing distances should not exceed 12m and vehicles should not need to reverse into the 
development from a major road or reverse onto a major road when exiting the development.

Su�cient space must be provided to allow for safe access, loading and operation of equipment 
(including bin li�s).  Adequate height clearance should also be provided.  

Care should be taken to consider pinch points and parked cars.

Access for collection vehicles6.
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Collection vehicle specification.7.

Collection vehicles may change over time.  Developers should contact SWP to ensure the specifi-
cation is still correct.

Refuse collection vehicles (26 tonne Dennis Eagle):  

Length

Width

Height

10.4m

2.9m

3.5m

9.2m

2.5m

3.5m

Length

Width

Height

Recycling vehicles (Romaquip Kerb-Sort):  

8.8m

2.6m (excluding li�)

3.8m (excluding li�)

Length

Width

Height

Toploaders (DAF): 

Recycling Collection vehicles are loaded from the side except for those servicing communal 
recycling bins which are top loaders with bin li�s operating from the side and rear.

Service manholes and road surfaces should be con-
structed with the fully loaded weight of these vehicles in 
mind.

Overhead service cables, pipes, archways and other 
potential obstacles must be su�cient height from 
ground level to enable safe operation of waste and 
recycling vehicles. 
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